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| 4 ophets are ſent forth with lies in thetr months 
| | emaprly : gf Le, I uw the raſle a of Gods word is ſo oreat, that 
ez: 14, although they ſeeks it from one ( 2) Sea coaſt to averber, yet they 
(2) Ames. , not finde it, but as men affamiſhed, devour the peftiferons dung of 
| Papiitry,to the poiſoning of their own [owles. 
| pla. X Lets therefore brethras( 3) 1urne wholy to the Lord,by repentance 
| {arg wi ; faſting and prayer, earneſtly beſeeching bin to receive us once asdin to 
The onely 4, fa —= who willeth uot the death of @ ſinner but his amendment » 
means for offering him{clfe to all them that in their neceſſity ſeeke unto him, 
_—_— 4 and ite 4 . moſt mercifull Father provetl all (4) remedies for our 
Cad ne bettering : wut cruelly puniſhing is deſtroy KS, but gently cha#tiſing 
cie, o ſave us. ; [x 
; (4) 3 Chr.36. , CEN hes ye (5) harden not your hearts againſ# this mas 
| 29-5-FO-3- 7)" anon t bim as the ſtubborn Jews did, he therefore deli» 
Crbes will wp into their enemies hands, to periſo with the ſword, hunger, and 
| bk Lu peſtilence, For God will not be (6 ) mocked, but liks 4 (7) conſrumin | 
(5) Galar.6. £2 will d:ſtroy as well the wicked contemmers of his-word.,. 4s, 
(7)Hebr.12 crafty & ſfer:blers, whic's go about to meaſure God, by their fantaſies : 
10a wor confidering that they ( 8) beap dammation againſt themſelves in the 
-- 4 py day of his anger : which now already is kindled and beginneth to flame, 
| I Tha #0 the condemnation of their ſoules and bodies , who knowing e(us 
| (5) Hebr,g, Chriff ro havt. (9) ance fully Jatizfied. fir our fiqnes © Fes e wy 
| rom.5.2 per.3. deily rither in heart, mnourh, or outward conſent , 10 blaſpheme 
(10)Heb.6.0 precioxs death, and (a4 much as in them lieth) (10) crmrifie nos a new. 
_— Jon not remember that (1 1x) idolaters have no portion in the king» | 
C109 / dome of God, but are thrown into the lake of fire and brimſtane, where 
3f+,66. —s 9. their wormie ſhall neuer die? (anno theexamples of Gods fearſwil (12) 
(11) 2 Pee. 2, judgement? moye you, ond $a wot his very Angels when a; aj 
| Jadeyjob 4, paſſed, but hitherto reſerveth them in hell chains, to be tormente oy, t p 
day of the Lord ? andWill be then favour idolaters,” di fſemblers, wt 
wers, mockers contemmers ? and not rather bs this life veriſie t q 
which thr Yoly Ghoſt pronaunceth againſt the children of Gods wrath, 
| Thef,z who bet aw/t they do not receive the (13 ) r-uth for their ſalvation, are 
| £9 ” led by lies to their endlefſe condemnation ? at the leaſt, let Geat fore- 
| At warnings ſomewhat move you to <2 Jour own ſtate, wha for Jer un 
*Borible pla- fruftions ſuſfereth your own bretbren among ſt you 30 dir ſo Gig han 
Bog.” in wire, ther ?70 Kel thmſehet, an wang itring oft bor 
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rible bluſphemits, even to their [aſt breath. The Which things are (0 
fearful for us to htar, that we trembly in thinking thereupon, | 
. 1 Tf youwwill therefore be countedin the nanber ef Gods people, and be 
ſo indeed, look (1) not backward from the plongh, returne not to your (1) Luk 9. 2, 
womit, bow not your knee-to Baal, pollute. not the temples of the holy p*t 2. £10.26. 
Ghoſt in preſenting your ſelves to that wicked and moſt blaſphemons 9". ) $10, 
Maſſe, with ſuch like idols : but either ftandin the truth, and 6 rather "Þ; * oy ; 
(2) obey God then man : or elſe follow Gods calling, who hath ſs merci- ,,,.q nd 
fully provided for you: moving the hearts of all godly rulers and mas bl:\phemous. 
giſtrates, to pity your ftate, and ds you good,ſo that at Emden,Weſſel, (2) Luk, 12, 
Franchefort and in this city, he bath appointed godly Churches wherein *=* 5 
you may learn to fear him, repent your ſins, amena your lives,and re- 
cover again his favour and mercie, G 
end becunſe there is no way more ready or ſwre to come to him, then 
m—_ our lives altogether to his bleſſed (3) will revealed unts us tz) 1 Sam, 15, 
in his word : we, to whom though God hath given more liberty, yet na Ma7, job. g, 
teſſe lamenting your bondage,then rejeycitly in our own deliverance, from 
that Babyloman ſlavery and eAntichriſtian yoke, have earneſtly indee- 
voured among ft other things, which might bring us te the worthy (4) (4) Joh;s luk, 
confideration of Go1s word, to frame our lives, and reforms our ftate of 1. 2 yet. 1, 
religion in ſuch ſort, that neither doubr of the certainty thereof, ſnawld 
make us fear nor yet mens judgement diſconraze ns, and cauſe us ſorinks 
from thi emerpriſe moſt acceptable to God, comfortable to his Church, 
and neceſſarily appertaining to every Chriſtian mans duty. + 
We, therefore, uot as the greateſt Clerks of all, but as the leaſt able The word of 
of many, do preſent unto you which deſire the increaſe of Gods , God the ovely 
and the pure fimplicity of bis word, a forme and order of a oo poor nn of 
{ barch limited within the compaſſe of Gods word, which owr Saviour (5)Gal.14. 
hath left unto ws onely (5) crent to govern all onr allions by: ſothat 2 run. 3.rev,2.2 
what/oever is added to this word by mans device, ſcemit never ſo goed, To mingle 
holy, or braxtifiul, yet before our God, which ic jealewe. and eaynes. ade mane dreams 
mit any companion or connſeller, it is evil, wicked, and (6) abomnable, wow Jis wicked 
For he that us the (7) Wiſdom of the Father, the bri fe of bis ple- (6) Luk. 26, 
ry, the true light, the word of life, yea truth, andiſe it ſclfe, can be give G) 1 Cor. 1, 
ante bis Church ( for the which be payed the ranſom of bus blood) that job.i. 14, heb. 
Which ſhould not be a ſufficient aſſurance for the ſame ? can the word 
of truth deceive us ? the way of life miſguide ws ? the word of ſalvation 
A dammne 
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THE FREFACE. 
Rare ns ? God keep ns from ſuch blaſpbemics, and [0 direll our beas ts 


with his holy Spirit, that we may not onely content our ſelves with bis 
wi/dome but ſorejoyce in the ſame,that we way abborre all things which 
Are COMLYAY Yo 
* The which conſiderations, dear brethren, when we weyed with reve- 
bs werent fear and byembleneſſe , and alſo knowing, that negligence in res 
Religion was forming that religion which was begun in England, was not the leaſt 
not perfetly camſe of Gods rods laid wpon ns fraving now obteined by the merciful yro+ 
7 in widence of our heavenly Father,a free Church for «ll our nation tn this 
Nga moſt Worthy City of Geneva,we preſented to the judgement of the famons 
man folm ( alvin, and others learned in theſe parts, the order which we 
The approba- gyued romſe im owr Church : who approving it, as ſufficient for a (hbri= 
ar wwe M 4 ſtian Congregatiov, we put the ſame in execution : nothing doubring 
IP but all yolly men ſhed be much edifiedthereby : and as for the Papiſts or 
malicious men and ungodly, we bave not labored to ſatisfie them, be» 
cauſe we knew no ſoverein medicine for their cankered ſoreyc xcopt it may 
pleaſe God, by or prayes to be merciful to them, and call them hom, if 
they be not already forſaken. 
Coſtorhe pre - - But yet for as much as there are ſome,which thromgh continuance in 
ferred to their evil rather delighting in cuftome, then knowledge , cannot ſuffer 
knowledge, | rhus mes ftonth once opentheir menthes againſt certain old aud received 
ceremonies, We thought yg 8d in this place, ſomewhat to touch that ſeru- 
pulofitiz. For us cerewonies grounded upon Gods word and approved is 
| the new T eſt anvent,are commenalable( as the circuFtance ther of doth ſup» 
com cauſes pore ! Loon $trv5ev hath imvented,though be had neue r ſo good arcaſi- 
ke 1s” 8 Mhypomnto,6f they be ontr abuſed joper « neveſſity hinder Gods word, 
Þe aboliſhed, or $2 ahawnt in10 a /wperFiition, witheut repet ewpht to be abolifted, 
: 2Kin.18 od, "For 5f(1) Exechias was commenaed by the haly for breaking iy 
| pieces the brazen Serpent , which Moſes bad eretled by commaniment, 
aniwow bad conrimucd above 800. years, which thing of it ſelf was 
' | oy evi; bur rather! puyronenim remanbrance of Gods benefe: yet be» 
| wan vo nwiny her ovcaſron torhe people ro commit idolatry, was 
probe nec fra urn nid v6 fodnky laid phaks 
| . Through our occaſion men commit wot idelatric With their wn imagine 
> Haitr2 2.9 Hons and phantafes? It war mot wibetogrs waybriduaibdih Abs 
13.60, ty God,that rhe(2 places oo other ,which bad jerved 
2 Kings 18. 2. $9 rlolavr 5 food br witerly conſumed, leſt babes and children, —_— 
dh 5, Ig occaſion 
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4 THE PREFACE. 3 IS 
or oy romembrins the ſame, ſhowld fall into like inconvenience. eAvd 
thinks you that we ought to be wiſer, and not rather take heed,that thife 
rhings which the Papilts and otber idolaters have innented by 
wot enter into Chriſts Church, as well to the end that the weak, be not 
nfirm:d in their error,as that we may altogether (2) ſeperate our (1) 1.Cor.8.c, 


(1) co 
RE om that Iavlatrous Babylon, and temple of Belial, wherewith (2)1.Cor 51 


ore dog ? concord nor agreement ? | Iſa.52.e. 

"Ther? was no one Ceremony more ancient nor yet of better authorit 

they the waſhing of the Diſcipics feet, wich was obſerved a loug time in | 

the Church, and inſtitnte by (3) (brift bimſelf : yet when [ome were - (3)Joha 13.2, 

waged, that it was a portion of the Lords ſupper , andotbers thought it 

/ervedin ftead of B aptiſme: the godly Churches m Sgint (4) A Fines (4) Epiſt, 11g, 

rin thought It better to Teave that which was ordrined for 4 good uſe, ** 1% 

then by ret awning the ſam confirme an error or ſuper Pithon. The Corin- 

thians for the #elief of the poor, and to increaſe brotherly amity together 

did inftitmte (5 ) a feaſt immediately (6) after the Lord, ſupper:but how M —_— .d 

fourply Saint Paul 4d reprebeud the ſane, condemning in on, 9 mo oy 

thit View ſhonld adie any thing to the Lords inſticution, it appeareth by Terwll. lib. 

that he ſaith : 1 have receivedof the Lord, that which I oo. you. adurorem,. 
We: read alſo,that Exekias and his nephew ]olias(7 reſtored the uſe 

of the paſſeover, which had been a very 2s Feud de 4 

the Muniſtration thereof, they obſer ued none other ceremonies, then God 2:1. c, 


had left to (8) Moſes from the beginning. Circumciſion likewiſe a S4- (8) Exo. 1c 


Crament, was evermore after one [ort miniſtred (9) even as the Lord [.eyy. 13.c, 
tommanded'it,| B ut ſuch is the nature of fleſh, it will be wiſe, and bave\D:ue 16, 2. 

a ſtroke in Gods drings, yea how wilfully it canſeth man to maintain his (9) Gen.17.0. 
own fantaſies, *t is manifeſt to them which have peruſed the ancient re- Jolu.5.b. 
cards of the C:urch, For beginning at Ieruſalem, and ſo coming to Great conten= 
the feſt of the (hurches, as Conſtantinople, eAntioch, Alexararie tion in Chriſts 
and Rom:, be-foall [ze plainly, that their greateſt diſturbance, and overe Church in all 
throw, chancel throwrh ceremonies. What.conflift was at all timesbe- *855 2 the 
taixt the Latis and Greeks {hurches for the ſane, no Chriſtian 6an of ungrok.. - 
conſiter without teares. e And was there any thing more abjetted againſt cable ecrem3- 
Saint Paul both of the [ 10) Galatians and als of LGW. nies, 


would wot obſerve the [ eremonies 4s the chief les bid? and yet he (12) Galtyo, 
oy hl anos ws to ginvbe wank brethren, aud rherefare "i 
ed(12) Timothy: burwhen he percieved, that menwouldre- (11) 48.162 


r4ine 


— 
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taine them as _ ary thin fo av” Church, ke (Lever nod fer 
| fore he made indifferent, wic impions, ſaying, t 1) who + 
G 4 : panda circumciſed, Chriſt conld nothing t _ : oh yy 
leſt he had taken paines among Ft them in (2) vain, which jeyned ( brif 

(3) Galat.4. Sith beggerly Ceremonies. | 
T beref org ,dear brethren, being bereby per/waded, and with Many mor 
reaſons confirmed (Which opportunaty permitteth not here to-write) we 
have contemed our ſelves with that wiſdome, which we have learned in 
(:)A.2.mat, Gods bookegwhere we be taught to (3) preach the word of God parety, 
26, 28, miniſter the Sacraments ſincerely, and uſe prayers, and other orders 
thereby approved to the increaſe of Gods glory, and edification of bis 
holy people, As tonchin preaching, for as much a: it « allowed of all 
Godly men, we may at this tine leave the probation thereof : and alſo 
for the miniftration of the two Sacraments , onr books giveth ſuffi- 

cient proofe, | 

© But becauſe prayers are after two manner of ſerts, that #, either in 
words onely, or elſe with ſcng joyned thereunto : andihs latter part, as 
well for lack. of the true uſe thereef, as due conſideration of the ſame, us 
Called by many into doubt, whether it may be uſed in a reformed church : 
| it ts expedient, that we note briefly a few things pertaining thereunts. 
(4) 1 Cor. 14, S-Paul giving a rwule how men ſhould ſing, firſt ſaith : 1(4 )will ſing in 
eb Voice, and I will ſing with underſtanding. And in another place, ſhewing 
(5) Ephef, 5, what ſong! ſhould be [ur g,exborteth the Epheſians to( )edific one ano» 
jawes 5. ther with pſalms,ſonss of | hr ſuch as are ſpirttual,finging in their 
hearts to the Lord with thanke/giving. As if the boly Gheſt would ſay, 
that the [org did inflame the heart to call upon God and praiſe him with 
Singing natu- @ ore fervent and lively zeal. eAnd as muſick or ſinging is natu- 
rall, rall unto ws, and therefore every man delighteth therein : [0 our mey- 
cifult God ſetteth before our eyes , how we may rejoyce and fing ta. the 
glorie of His Name , retreation of our ſpirits, and profit of our 
ſetvec, | 


© But 4s there 14mo gift of God fo precious or excellent, that Satan 

kath not after a ſort drawen to himſclſe and corrupt : *ſo hath he moſt 

Singing abu- impadently abuſed this notable gift of ſinging, chiefly by the Papiſs his 
ſed by the Pa- myiniffers, in di:figuring it, partly by trange language that cannot die 
fie : —_— by a curions warren ſort , hiring men to tickle rhe ears 


rhfier, mot eifteming it us 4 gift approved by the 
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werdef” God, profitable for the Church, and confirmed by all antiqui- 
ty: -As,befides other places is moſt manifeſt by hr wands aff 1) Plintus, '(r )Egi. libro 
Salledthe younger, who when he Was Depmty in Afauyro the emperogr 

Trajan, and had received charge toenguire ont the Chriſtians, to put 

thems to- death, writ amongit other things, touching the Chriitians, 

that their manners Were to ſing verſes, or pſalmes early in the morning Singing uſed 

$0:Chrift-their God, If any peradventuve would doubt, when, or E 11 the primi. 

whom theſe (burches or aſſemblies were inſtitute, it is likewiſe evident, "''* rms 
that Saint (2) John the eApoſtle, who although in Domitians time he , 11.0 5 -— 
was baniſhed in the Ile Pathmos : yet when Nerva his ſucceſſour, and (1) Eccle.ult, 

next before Trajan reigned, returned ts Epheſus, and [o planted the lib. 3.22, 

Churches, as the biftories report. Seeing therefore Gods word doth ap- 
prove it, antiquity beareth witneſſe thereof, and beſt reformed Churches 

have received the ſame : no man can reproveit, except he will contemne 

Gods word, deſpiſe antiquity, and utterly condenme the Godly reformed 

Churches, . 

And there are no ſongs move meet, then the pſalmts of the prophet 

David, whichthe boly Ghoſt hath framed to the ſame uſe, and com- Wh fongewe 
mended to the ('hurch, as conteining the effett of the whole Scriptures, ought to de- 
that our hearts might be more lively touched, as appeareth by \'ght in & uſe, 
(3) Moſes, Ezeckias, Juderh, Debora, Mary, Zacherie and others, (3) Exod.15. 

by ſongs and meter, rather then in their conmon ſpeach, and proſe, iC.;8. iud. 16; 
gave thanks to God, for ſuch comfort as he ſent them, * judg. . luk.t. 

' Here it were too long to intreat of the meter : but foraſmuth as the\\"k. 1. 
learned doubt not thereof, and it is plainly proved, that the pſalmes are R*oiMoſes 
not onely meter, and contein juſt Ceaſures : but alſo have grace and WM bookes called. 
jefty in the verſe more then in any other glaces of the Scriptures, we Pſilms in me- 
need not toemter into any probation, For w- that are thilfull in the Hes ter in the He-] 
brew tongue by comparing the pſalmes with the reſt of the Scriptures, br<v congue. 


the meter. «And to whom it 15 not known the 
Fw Ghep by al means ſought to belpe our , when he faſtioned 
many pfalnies according to the letters of the Alphabet : ſo that every 
Verſe begipmeth with the letters thereof in order ? ſometimes MA. begin= 
nth the balfe verſe, and B. the other halfe : in anotler place three 


- Perſes, yea andeight verſes with one letter, even the Pſalme thorowout, 
a if 


men ſhould be inflamed with the love thereof, both for varit 
marter,and al/o briefneſſe, eaſines, and reve ITYL 
OY B Now 
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. Now. to make you privy alſo, why we altered the rhimein certawn 
places, of bins, whom for the gifts that God had given him we eftcemed 
and reverenced, this way ſuffv that in thit our enterpriſe, we di wh 
ſet God bifore our eyes, and therefore weighed the wards and ſenſe of 
PA ge rather co ng the meaning thereof , then what any man 

written. <And chieſly bring in this place, where as maſt perfolt 

and godly judgement did afſure us , and exhertations to the (ame ew- 

tourage us,we thought it better to framt the rhime to the Hebrew ſenſe, 

thei to binds that ſenſe to the Engliſh mecter. «And ſo either altered for 

the better, in ſuch places as he had not attained unto,or elſe,Where he had 

eſcaped part of the verſe, or ſometimes the whale, we added the ſame : 

not as men deſeroms to finde fawlts, but oncly as ſuch which cover tohide 
themt, as-the learned can judge. f 

It remaineth laſt of all, that you underſtand the reaſons which moved 

us to chuſe out and follow this Catechiſme of Geneva, rather then any 

The cauſes for 0ther, For conſidering that the true uſe of 4 C atechiſme is to inſtrult 4 

the which this Chriſtian, fully in. al points of belief , and (hriſtian Religion: and 

Carechiſme is 7 wherein this is moſt eafily,orderly, and perfelty tawghr, that to be 

to be preferred ., . "L bt 

10.others, the beſt * we conld finde none in [0 great a number, either for the 
facilitie is equall, or elſe for the perfeltion to be compared, Moreover 
the dangers, whith over ( brifts ( bureh in theſe dayes moved ns 
092,008 : for as men may ſee preſent fignes of certain barharonſi 

pudles of error: which are likg to enter into the Church of Ged: (0 
' there is wo better preſervation a re nth fel pede Olean 
would agree in one kinde of doitrive and confeſſion of fauth, which in all 

(1) Fla, 89.0 potnes are able te Gods holy word : that our (1) ite 00s, 


redinro Hebrew, Greeks, Larin, French, Jealian; 

»gls/h,we conld do no le fſe but willingly and glad» 
\ 

we being now under the ſame croſſe of affliltion, that 

SY and yet altogether the lr Gal mer 


Iris tranſlated 
almoſt into all 


languages. 


| ride 


Y 


THE art yn 
wercifall Father — leſue Corift in bu name , with 


ement to read our doing br los. the towech bi Jadge our do- 
ono rey onal 
they be pro Lic war may be 
rn A a my} 


Tp t4 de 0 God. 


Godg that nents gas otra ar cre thr wore, comfort 
and Prevgrhen bu childen, OY Payint Satan, Antichriſt nd 


all bu mennes. 


et Geneva, the 10. 


of February, An. 
1556. 


B2 The 


STS TS CY WHO WS DS 0 0 TT OE S WW, Wwo>pM oY YTT TW Wo 0 os 


— 


The Contents of the Book. 


T- "I" He Confeſſion of the Chriſtiat Fait 
2, The Order of eleRing Miniſtets, and Deacons. 
3- The aſſembly ofthe Miniſtery, every Thurſday. 
4. An Order for the interpretation of the Scriptures,and anſwer- 
ing of doubts, obſerved every Munday. 
5. A Cenfefſion of our ſins, aſed before the Sermon, and framed 
to our ſtate and time. V 
6. Another Confeſſion for all ſtates and times. 
7. A generall Prayer after the Sermon , for the whole eſtate of 
Chriſts Church. -.. pr 
8; The Miniftrationof Baptiſme, and the Lords Supper. 
9. The forme of Marriage. 
x0.The Viſitation of theſick. 
11.The manner of Buriall. 
12.An Order of Eccleliaſticall Diſcipline. 


4 
CL Þ 


Tihe Confeſsienof eur Faich, which 
are aflembled in the Engliſh Congre- 
gation at Geneva, 


T belecye ( 1 ) Beleeve, and confeſſe, (2) my (1) Rem.10.b 
- w_ GA ; Lord God eternall, infinite, unmeaſura»(2) Gen. 1.2, 
Almigh = oz] [0 ble, incomprehenſible, and inviſible : *phe\.4-2. 
maker of - >= (3) one inſubance, and (4) three jn 4p 
| { 7 job.z.b,matr. 
heaven & {' MR 10 perſon, Father, Son, and holy Gholt, 3.9. 28.9. 
earth, ", who by. his Almighty (5) power (5) Heb.1.2. 


and wiſdome , bath not onely of (6 ) nothing created prov.8.c. | 
haven, earth, and allthings therein contained, and man (6) _—_ ML 
after his owne (7) image , that he might in him be "x4 _— 
(8) glorified 3. but alfo by his (9) Fatherly providence, (;\ Geo. 1.. 


governeth, maintaineth, and preſerveth the ſame , ac» eph.4.c.col.3.b 


I { is will. 8) i Cor,6.d 
cording tothe (15) purpoſe of his will | 2s —_ " 
16,8. - (9) Mar. 6.0. luk. 17.c. 1 pet. g.c. phil 4.3. (10) Epheſ.1.b. 


And inJe- | Beleeve- alſo and confeſſe (1) Jeſus Chriſt the onely (1) Mar.1.d.. 
ſus Chrit & Saviourand Meſfſias, who being equall with (2) God, 7 on tif. 
bis oncly made himſelfe of no reputation , but tooke on him the (17.1. c. 
Son, our ſhape of a ſervant, and became (3 ) manin allthings pf1. 2.2. : rim: 
Lord. . 

like anto us (fin excepted) to (4) aflure us of mercy 3.4.1 job-5.9. 
and forgiveneſſe. For when through our father (5) 4- => 4 
dens tranſgreſſion, we were. becomen children of per- G * pol 
dition, there was no meanes to bring us from that yoke } 1 1 {oþ.z.a. 
of fin and damnation, (6) but onely Jeſus Chriſt our (4) Rom.8.fg 
Lord : who giving us that by grace, which was his by x joh. 2.2, 
nature,made us (throng laicb)ehe $) children of God, (5) Gen-3.4 


who when the (9) falnefſe of time was comen, was 71,0 


al.3.b, 
C248. ehape. 2.2.il2,23,d.rom,g.(7)Job.z heb.1.com, 1.pſal.z. (3)Ga. 3.c01s, 


1.4, (9) Gal.4.a.a8.2.c. 
B3 CONe 


_— 


2 T be ( onfeſſion of the Faith, 


'Þ (3)Joh.7.c 11 condemnedungder Pontias Pelare, then Prefident of Ju- born of 
oe uk 7.» and moſt Aanderouſly hanged on the Crofſe be. theVirgia 
2: elle: c tweene two theeves,as a notorious treſpaſſer, where ta- 2): 
(4) 5:1 3 b, king upon him the (4) puaiſhment of our fins , he deli- Suffered 
vered ns from the curſe of the Law. _ | 
And foraſmuch as he, being onely God, could not py... 
feele death, heither being onely man could overcome was cru- 
death, he joyned both together, and ſuffered his huma- cificd 
nity to be puniſhed with moſt crueil death: feeling in 42d and 
himſclfe the anger and ſ&vere judgement of God, even "EW 
(5) AR 2.4, Bif he had beene inthe extreame (5) torments of hell, He de- 
I per.2.ifa 53. and therefote cryed with a loud voice, (6) My God,my (cended 
(6 ) Pſ4.z2. God, why haſt thoa forſaken me ? ico hell. 
mat. 27, Thus of his(7)free mercy without compulſion, he of- 
fered up himlelfe as the onely facrificeto purge the lips 
(7)\fa.53. he. of all the world, ſo that all other facrifices for fin are 
9-12 84.-1:10-blaſphemous, and derogate from the ſufficiencie hereof. 
(8) Col.r, The which death, albeit it pommamss (8) reconcile us 
(9) Rom,1o, toGod. yetthe Scriptures y do attribute our 
I per,” regeneration to his (9) reſurreion. For as by (19) ri- The third 
(10) Mut-:3. ing again frem the grave the third day, he(11)conque= day he 
— $c0+ red dearth + even ſo the victory of our Faith Raudeth in e again 
+ 1) Ofe 11, his Fefarreton: and therefore without che one, we can- _ 
I COL.15,3 cor. not feele the benefit of the ether. For as by death 


13 (12). ſn was taken away, ſo our rightcouſneſſe was re- 
C : R Rom,4 ſtored by his reſurre&ion. | 


(13) 4+: "And becauſe he would (13) accompliſh all things, 
yt and take poſſeNſion for usin on he(es Jaſcen- yy. acen.. 
dk.24 2&.z, Acd into heaven to enlarge that ſame kingdome by the 4ed into 
(14) Libs aboundant power of his ('ty ) Pr 2 by whom we are heaven, 
Re, Feng fone Af egeneeſion to 

| hcb.9. 3 job 2 3/4798 God the Father for us. And although he be in 

(17) A. z.(19) heaven as touching his corporall preſence, m__ 


'% « « ww = 7+. 


———_— a ca. ce F_— _—_ «44 


The (onfe/Non of the Faith. | 3 
Andfit= the Father hath now ſet him on his (16) right hand, ('5) —_P 
_ the committing unto him the- adminiſtration of all (17) ,4,",.o 12 
"Þ vs things, aſwell in heaven above, asin thtt'earth beneath, (x5) Eph. c.. 
the Father yet is he (18) preſent with uz his memoers, even io the phil. 2-col.2, 
Almighty. end of the world, in preſerving and governing us with (15) Mit. 28, 
his effecuall power and grace, who {when all things ('9) 5% 3+ 
are (19) fulfilled, which God hath ſpoken þy the mouth Con ates | 
of all ary 99 er —tups the world began) will come in phil; 3, > 
From the (20) fame viſible forme, 1n the whick he aſcended, (22) Mit 24. 
then with anunſpeakable (21) Majeſtic, power, and com- A%s 10. 
ke to ſeperatethe lambes from the goats ; the elect | pe” 


any 
;udpe the tromehe reprobate. Sothat (22) none whether he be ,q SO 
quick and alive then , or dead before , ſhall eſcape his judge-. tim. 4. 


the dead, ment. 


I beleeve HA I beleeve, and confefſe the holy Ghoſt, (1) _ 7, 

in the ho (1)God equall with the Father and the Son, who DEE NN 

ly Ghoſt. regenerateth and ſanRifieth us, ruleth and guideth us «; cor. 6, 
into all truth, perſwading moſt aſſuredly in our (2) con- job. 16, 
ſciences, that we be the children of God, brethren to 2+ '7- 
Jeſus Chriſt, and fellow heirs with him of life cverlaſt- (2) Rom,F, 
ine, yet notwithſtanding it is not ſufficient to belceve Ca) Abi - 
that God is omnipotent, arid metcifull : that Chriſt hath ron..c.ro.r. 
made fatisfaQion,or that the holy Ghoſt hath this power john. z. 

The holy and effe& : except we do (3 ) applie the ſame benefits to (4) ſoh.17. 

Cutholike Our ſelves which are Gods (4) ea. C ) Mr. = 

Church, Thbelceve therefore and confeſle one holy (5 )Church, 65- qv 


rom.$. cant, 2- 


the com- which (as(6) members of Jeſus Chriſt the only ( 7)head (6) Ephe, t. 


munion of - wtpo-+ 
unt ) ($ conſent in faith, hope, and c , uling col.1. » cor, 12 
*un# the giſizof onto mba fe (7) Ephe,4- 
. rituall, tothe profit and fartherance of the ſame which (8 )Bph. 4 phi 


Churchis not (19) ſeen to mans eye, but onely known { -— TS 
t» God, who of the loſt Gns of «Aden hath ordained $22.13. 1 vr 
ſome as (11 )veſſels of wrath, todamnatian : and hath 2. <phe.4. 
choſen others as veſſels of kis mercy, to be ſaved; the nn, rg 
which alfo indue time, he (13) to integrity of $11) R9m9: 
life and godly converſation, to make them a glorious Caen, 
Charch to tumſcif. But epheſ. 5. 


4 ' The (onfeſſion of the Faith, we 
(1) M:t.18, But that church whichis (1) viſible, and ſeento the 
x cor.t5y, eye, haththreetokens, er.markes, whereby it may be 
(z) Mat. 28, known. Firſt,the(2)word of God contained in the old 
rom.1o. 2 cer, and new Teſtament, which as it is ( 3) above the autho- 
3-4.-<ph-2.job. rity ofthe ſame Church, and only (4 ſufficient to inſtru 
(G) - PI_ ns in all things , concerning Salvation, fo is it left for 
w.121oh.1o (5) alldegrees of men, to read and underſtand. For 
(4) Joh, 20, without this worl, (6) neither Charch, councell, or de- 

'3tim.z, Ccree, caneſtabliſh any point, touching Salvation. 
C5) Jol x, The ſecondis the holy (7) Sacraments,to wit,of Bap- 
FH) fiph, , tiſme, and the Lords Supper, which Sacraments Chriſt 
mar.iy, — Hathleft unto us, asholy ſignes, and ſeales of God pro- 
(7)Mar.26 28 miſes. For as by Baptiſme, once received, is: figmfied 
rom.4.eph.5. that we (as well infants, as others of age and diſcreti- 
(8) Rom, 5, 0) being (8) ſtrangers from God, by originall ſin, are 
eph.2.tic.z, received into his family and congregation, with full af- 
gal.z.row,y, fſurance, that although this root of fin he hid inus: yet 
(9) Rom,,, £0 the elett it ſhall not be (9) imputed. So the (10) Sup- 
plal.31. per declareth , that God as a moſt provident Father, 
- (20)aCor.11, doth not onely feed our bodies, but alſo ſpiritually nou- 
(11) Joh. riſheth our ſoules, with the (11) graces and benefits of 
Jeſus Chrift ( which the Scripture calleth cating of his 
fleſh, and drinking of his blond) neither muſt we inthe 
adminiſtration of theſe Sacraments, follow mans fanta- 
fie, but as Chriſt himſelfe hath ordained, fo mult they be 
12) Heb.sg, Mminiſtred : =— ſuch as by (12 ) ordinary vocation arc 
(2 3. thereunto called. Therefore whoſoever reſerveth and 
we theſe Sacratnents, or contrary wile, con- 

temneth them in time and place, procureth to ki 

damnation. 

13) Mars, The third marke of this Church is (13) Eccleſiaſticall 
uk, 17. lev,19. diſcipline : which ſtandeth in admonition, and corre- 
ecclel.19, ion of faults. The finall end whereof is excommuni- 


(14) 1 Cor. cation, by the conſent of the Church (14) determuned, . 


(15) Rem.x if the offender be obſtinate. And beſides this Eccleſiaſti- 
wii, - calldiſcipline, I acknowledge to belong to this Church 
2 pet, 2, a politicall (15) Magiſtrate : who miniſtreth to evety 


- retikes, as Papiſts, Anabaptiſts, with ſuch like limbs of 


The for- 
giveneſle 


of fins. 


The reſur- 
reQion of 


the body, 


' all mans 


And life 
everlaſt. 
ing. 


The (Confeſſion of the Faith. 

man juſtice, defending the good and puniſhing the ev.l. 

To whom we mult render honour, and obediencein all | 

things, which are not (1) contrary to thE word of God. (+) a8. x. 
And as (2 ) Moſes, Exzekias, Foſrar, and other Godly F Exod.z2, 

rulers purge the Church of God from ſuperſtition, and * king. 18.23. 


. 2 hr +20, 
idolatry, .{o the defence of Chriſts Church appertaineth ( > ) Ky on $ 


col.2,mar.r5, 
if4.29. hebr.g. 
Antichriſt to roet out all (3 ) doctrine of devils and men, 19.3 10 1 jo, 
es the maſſe, purgatory, limbs patrum, prayer to ſaints, *27-7. g:l.s 
and for the dead, freewill,diſtinion of meats, apparell, 0 "4+ 
and dayes, vowesof (ingle life, preſence at 1dol fervice, ,, ; "ts 
mans merits, with fuch lk 


to the Chriſtian magiſtrates, againſt all idolaters and he- 


e, Which draw us from the « cor.8. io. 
ſociety of Chriſts Church, whereinſtandeth (4) onely: 2 cor. 6.luk. 17 
remiſlion of ſins, purchaſed by Chriſts blood, to all them *2+3-1 cor. 3. 
that beleeve, whether they be Jews, or Gentiles, and 7c, .. 
lead us to vaihe cenfidence in creatures, and truſt in our mit.18.j0h. 20 
own imaginations. The pumſhment, whereof,although 2 cor.5 rom, x, 
God oftentimes (5) differeth in thislife : yet after the !*epb.3. 

enerall (6) reſurreion, when our ſoules and bodies (5) * Pete2: 
ſhall riſe again to immortality, they ſhall be (7) damned (6 YAR14” 
to unquenChable fire, and then we, which have forſaken | cor. i 5. phil. 
wiſdome, to cleave unto Chriſt ſhall hear that 3-1 theſ. 4. 
joyfull voice: (8 ) Come ye bleſſed of my Father,inherit (7) » Thel.4. 
ye the kingdome prepared for you from the beginning _— dane: 
of the world, and ſo ſhall go triumphing with him , in 6) 144 x5, 
(9) bedy, and ſoul, to remain everlaſtingly in glory, (9): Theſ.4.5 
where we ſhall ſee Gol (10) face to face, and ſhall no job. x.iſa. 26. 
more need one to inſtruR another,for we ſhall all know ( _ Cor.t3 
him from the higheſt to the loweſt ; to whom with the |, {4330 
Son, and the holy Ghoſt, be all praiſe, henour, and glo- * 


ry, now and ever. Sobe it. 


_: 


—_ 


Of the Miniſters and theireleQtion. 
What things are chiefly required in the A iniſters. 


(1) AR.1.and 


Co fri, Link (x) Church fiſt diligent] ir contri 
ac 


be choſen, be (2) elpmtleof any 
"We" a3 which 1s to be choſen, ,benot 2 of any 
_— jer. = h faults, which Saint Paw reprebendeth in 2 man of that vo- 
21.44.62, - Cation; but contrariwiſe, indued with fach vertyes, that he may 
1 cr, 9, be able to undertake his charge, and dilgently eXecute the ſame. 
(3) 2 Tims. . Secondly, that he (3) diſtribute fair y the word .of God, 
#. ror; and minilter the Sacraments bncerely's eyer (.4) carefull not 
(4) 4&.zo, onely to teach his flocke publikely, t alſo privately to admo- 
2tim. Diſh them: Ns wal ap alwayes that if any thing 


5) periſh 
(5)! "Sag through bis default, the will require 007 Nag (s , 
Of their Office and Duy. 


CIOs. at Brees the args of the word nn plea geae 
(7) z Cor.4. nd Coke | s _ 
(®)1Þee 
26 as Saynt 
()Bonaba. ietters; OT 
mal 2. 1 Pet.4+ C 
af, z-& 16, res. hi 
ECOL. 1T,I . 
(16) Atae, fell, * (P2S ac zhe 
2 COT. 4, "_ tends wel 
LOR EEE —_ 
(1)« Cora ne (33) ondary vi without | 
; : "The: manner rot cleing the Paltors.gu Miniſters. af 
Treg DO hs mms ag wanteth a Mij- 
G34 ae. 1 a et Congregation,exhorting them 
2. po od confers may beſt ſerve in that roome and of- 


- _— there be choice, the Church appoint two or three 
upon 


ts = cc a a-< 


"v.50" ye" 0 


Y . 5 WW 


Afthr Elders, and they Elefbion. 


__ ſame certain day to by examined by the Minilters and 


© Tal attguaing thei 


ir (1) 


be Miruſter have geod and found 


porn 

in times palt liv fo ck Wit 
fort asthe eden of Fg 
ed thr 
he unto 
ry ray onngy miniſtery. Appaiqung, by a 
- -———p—_ Man,may 


cures, 8nd 
fication of 
pew rms ba» 


lect, 


men faengy hr 


and apc 


Congregation wholegi 


x ve ly 


gm nents oe 


, whether be that (huuld ) i Taw,3, 


wedge i 


gifts to communicate the 
For the trjlaghercols þ they ' propoſe tun 
weated privately, wheroby his ability may 
e unto them. 
caquire of his life and converſation, if he have 

hout ſlander: and governed himelfe in ſuch 

th not (2) heard evill, or been ſlander- (2) Rom. 2, 
hich being ſeverally done, they ſigni» j1m. 1.1 (1m, 2, 


10 the 6 Davy 1 Ser tits Tt, 
-ndy vio i- 


they inde moſt excellent, * 47.5. 


TEES 
pn 


a by Pty th 
alledged, upon ſome Certaine OY 6 one of the i Mil Hol 
«Morning Sermon, jþ 


erall con- 
eco) cn- 


le 


a, that; (7) AQ.c3, & 
ck why 14. luk- 


in brought againl 


? TE | WE 


: W) 1 Cor.10, 
PLD col. z,mar, 9. 


re (5) i Theſ,s, 
that = Hogan. F. 
philip.s, 


er» (6) Num. 11, 
a&t, 14. 16.20, 


hr per.5, 


Of Deacons and their EleFlion. | 
ſtandeth in governing with the reſt of the miniſters, .in confult- 
ing, admoniſhing, corre&ing,and ordering all things, appertain- 
1ng to the ſtate of the Congregation. And they differ from the 
miniſters in that they preach not the word, not miniſter the Sa- 
cratments. In afſembling the people, neither: they without the 
Miniſters,nor the Miniſters without them,may attempt any thing. 
And if any of the juſt number, want, the Miniſter by the conſent” 
of the reſt, warneth the people thereof , and finally admo- 
niſheththem to obferve the ſame order, which was uſed in chu- 
ſing the Miniſters, ; 


Of the Deacons, and their office and election: 


He (x) Deacons muſt be men of good eſtimation, and re- 
; port, diſcreet, of good conſcience, charitable, wiſe, and fi- 
nally indued with fach vertues, as Saint Paulrequirethin them. 
Their office is, te gather the alms diligently;& faithfally ro(2 lt 
ſtribute it, with the conſent of the Miniſters, and Elders. to, 
provide for the fick and impotent perſons, kaving ever a diligent 
care, that the charity of Godly men'be not (3)upon lotter- 
ers, and idle vagabends. Their eleQtion is;as bath been a-fore re- 
hearſed in the Miniſters and Elders.. 22 


We are not ignorant that the Scriptures make mention of a h 
od kind of Miniſters left to the Charch Chrift : which 7 ps 
very profitable, where time and place doth permit. But for lack, of 
oppor tanity, in this our diſperſion and exile, we cannot Well | have the 
df three 4 wr to Godt were not negletted where brtter «c= 
caſion 4 
Thitl, miniſters are called (4) teachers or Dottors : whoſe office w to in- 
ſtrut, and teach the faithfull n ſound doftrine, —_— with all 
diligence, that the purity of the Goſpell be not corrmpt, either through 
3gnorance, or evil ojinions. Notwithſtanding, ng the pre- 


ſent ftate of things, we yr Se cr this title, (ſuch meanes 
as God bath in bi; Church, that it ſhould not be left" p 


& his dotrint deray, for defunlt of miniſters t 4; 
There ore to wr iedy flees raj 


deſolate, nor 
word more nfnallin chiſe nr dyes, we may 
6 


| uchlii 


LIMI 


Weekly aſſembly of Miniffers, Elde?s and Deacons. 9 
. Tall it the order of Schooles, wherein the highe#t degree and moſt an- 
' nexed to the miniſterie and government of the Church, 1s the expo- 
ftion of Gods word, which tr contained in the old and new Te- 
Staments. 


| But becayſe men cannot ſo well profit in that knowledge except they be 


firſt. inftrulted in the tougnes aud humane ſciences, (for now God 
. worketh not commonly by miracles) it 5s necefſary that ſeed be ſowen _ 
for the tinse to come, to the intent that the Church be not left barren, 
and waſte,to our poſterity : and that Schooles alſo be eretted , and 
( "ledges maintained, with juſt and [ufficient ſtipends wherein youth 
may be trained in the knowledge and fear of God: that in their ripe 
4 they may prove worthy members of our Lord Jeſus (brift, whe- 
ther it be to rule in civill policy,or to ſerve in the ſpirituall miniſtery, 
or elſe to live in Godly reverence ani ſubjeition, 


. Theweekly aſſembly of the Miniſters, Elders,and Deacons. 
' T Othe intent, that the miniſtery of Gods word, may.be had 


inreverence, and'not brought to contempt, through theecvil 


| (3 ) converſation of fach,-as are calledthereunto z and alſo that (:) Rom. 3. 
faults and vices, may not by long'ſufferance (2) grow:atlength _ 3 Gol = 


'C 


to extream inconveniences : It is ordeined that every Thurſday, 
the miniſters, and elders, intheir aflembly or Conliſtory diligently 
(3) examine all ſach faults and faſpitiens, as may be eſpied, not (;) i Cor.s. 
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